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In the J.ast paragaph of hls letter of March 2'1, 1940, Xlater Cmtsstoner,
J. Lertre Ogtlen lnquires regarttlng the practlce of all-oring the Beneh Drlgatlon
Conpany cllvertlng from Ooyote creak, to dlvert the entire flow of Coyote creek
vchen the vuater passlng thelr d.Lverslon dlan sinks lnto the channeL bed ancl tloes
not reaeh the nala channel- of the east fork of Sevler rlver,

0n Jr:ae L'1, I94O, I nacle a flelcl exarnlnatton of +S nttes of the channel
of Coyote creek fron the ctlverslon clam of the Beneh Drtgetlon Compaay' down to
the naln ehannel of the east fork of Sevler river, antt of the J'ancls which are
beiag l:rlgatecl under tbat conpaaJrrs canal lrlth the obJect of dete:minlng what
the effect nay be on the fLow of Sevl.er river by cllvert{ng the entlre flor fron
the creek at such tlne tbat the rhter clld not reacb the naln fork. Coyote ereek
has a conparatively rlele chanaeL beLow the dl.verslon dam of the Bench lrrlgetlon
Conpany canal; a flsw of one second foot spread.lng over the shanne] bottom to an
averagp width of flom 15 to 2o feet.

Fon the flrst }b dfes beLour the dlverslon clam, the channel nrns dovo
the bottom of a wlde, fLat-bottometl canyon, whtcb app,arently has been fllletl to
eonsiderable d.epth with boulders and graveJ-; the vnlls of the eanyon belag of
conglomerate bed.s. At the mouth of this canyon as the ereek enterg tbe naln
easi fork of the canyon, there ls an aLluvlal cone wlth lts aper at the mouth
of Coyote ereek and. extendlng towarcl the rnaln ehanael of the east fork of SeYler
rtver. From examlnatton of the vegetatlon on thls cone ancl tbe seepage infLow
into the east fork at the toe of tbe cone, lt appearg that any water floorlng
flom coyote creek onto this cone wllI be transported underground into the east
fork without much 1osg. Vfater whleb flows d.osn the ohannel of Coyote creek
above the mouth of the canyon whlch ls cut through the congJ-omerate becls, is
subjeet to e:ccesglve l-oss by evaporatlon, and. water whleh slnks lnJo the channel
be4 rnay not be conflnecl to the canyon, sLnee the conglomerate S.eclges appear to
be pe:neable. Tfater lost ln that uBper seetton, therefore, ls no more llkely
to reach the east fork of Sevier rLver than if the sarne water rere applled' to
the trrigated areas aclJacent to the ereek antl J-ying in part aboqre the conSlom-
erate becls.

It ls recornrnended, therefore, that the Comlssloaer be lastructeti that
so long as there is a surface flow in Coyote creek passlng the brltlge on the
natn higxx6y between Antlnony anil Wlrttsoe, on-ly the d.ecreeci rigfts be tllvertetl
at the Aan of tbe Bench lrrlgetlon Company; but dren the flom la Coyote creek
below that t3$ff docs not reach the naln hlg[way, that tbe lrrlgetors divertlng

, dlrectly from Coyote c3eeh be pemtttecl to use the entlre flow.

t/nty B.F.L.


